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Accomplished, innovative works

Craft review

Kerry-Anne Cousing

RUTH Oliphunt: From the
ground up - moments in-
spired by the Yarrahunla
Brickworks. Beaver Galler-
lex. Undil November 24,

in the exhibition From
the ground

trspidresd by
Brickworks st the Beaver Gal
lerlen, Ruth Oliphant estols
Hshies lver link with Canberra
by focusing an ome of Cun
borra's early beritnge-listed
sty the old Yarralurla
Hrickworks

Oliphant & » Canber
10 banod glass artist who has
pursed o successhl carces
since graduating from  the
ANL Canberma School of Ant
n 2008

Hey Tl wolo extibinion

wis ot the Beaver Gallerfes
Y 2008 2 pant of an sward

0 encourage

1 support a
DOW Proeniving Voung anise

Sioce then she has worked
and  studied]  overseas
though she has  exhibited
regulardy L Canberra

it is perhaps o colngl
dence that Obphane  flest
enrolled In archiiocture ™
leciding 1o
swisch b u Dachelor of Visual

university belk

Arts where she majored in
Rhass
Her oo

Wi 1e
nowied  architecr Kenneth
Crliphiane and this may parthy
necount for hey lneerest b the
spatial dynumdes of archies
wire that has continued to
inform ber art pasctice
Ofiphant  las  proviously

wix! flar pancls of glaw o
vobe citles by foousing o
ANt of thedr merhispcraine

city streets and comern as

views through win

nagery was descrip
principles of Tnear perspe

e To covate i sense of spa
tal architecture that sugpes:
msonury vistas beyond

the panels’ it surfaces

accomplished and  mane

haes provided o vew rich and

for the next phuse of Oliph

tablished In 1913 und many
birichs that bulle the

oarly bulldiogs of Canberm
xme from thesir kilng
Sivee thesr closare In 1976
they have presontod & polgn

ant and forlom appeornance

Ihe wider ames of thw
birig

WAS m now  abour
0 b devioped and theu
otiginal sppearsnce as a ran
exampie of 3 large 208h-crn
ey urban brickworks
will dsappear

In earlier warks Oliphant

s 4

sex] Bnear perspective

andd  Bgurative

deaw” O  plass paneds o
evoke memories aixd places
I thils series of wosks she

! douematic sonal con

Arasty W Create Bot ondy s

il epth Bt also wom

vlegiac stmosphese that s
very effective In evoklog O

deserted Industrial archies

ture of the brickwork
Lyt Seeady s ] 4 are o

series of pancls whete the

anisr lem sucoesdfully e

ploye rfined aman of light
that emanate from & cleurh
dofined bght source 1o croate

v the

depth wod o define
urchitecturad structure of the
brick mnnels

The styie i more palnsetly
than the linear descriptive
oyrd by
the artlst and smphasis &

sl Jormerly

given to Nght as the subject
ol the wark
\cconsplished i these

panets ame o conoept, M i
0w four Kl works that
Ivage wnd form und

Innovative and exciting wiy

Oliphant has uved (e
fevice of & hall clrcde of
glass [N centimedres Iy

i1 centimetres ol theee
entimetres  thick]  istead
ol panels 1 echo the half
Somed structure of the long
Ak toratned.

These turmels sre onk
partly Haminated by shalts
of bgiw

The hall gloom is Deau
fully captured hy way the
t han used stioog blocks
of colowr 1 & seml-abstruct

8 o4

mannel 1 Creste contrass
ng sreas of dark and light
shapes thut echo the domed
structure of the tunned

Ihix s parncularly effec
trwe In the word Kilw 7 which
funcons #s 8  suoccessful
wink of abstract sculpture as
Wighting the dis
toctive structural footpe

woll w hig

of the bhrickwaork's Indusarial

wchirectinm



