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Art

Images th;it
I are simpler
but strong

By SASHA GRISHIN.
D^ean Bowen: Re-cent oaintings, printsano scutptures, Beaver Gal16r ,,s, B 1qqlisol St, Deakin Ctoses M..r"h l,daily 10 am - 5 pm.

D,'#,3,?['rY, ;i.:'*:f il t;' l,: Iparnts altd sculpts.
I say this because he thinks rike aprintmaker, even when Ur.eeO i triitmagery in other rnediurns. 'l..tere isthe cerrtlal I)r.r.occ1l)a1o1 u,iri1fr.llat l\\o-din)L,rrsional printin; platc

anrl lli rrnrrrl,,rllrl lrotuntial ,rithe
rirJ ul il)t ,rl rIt:ir.ks rnd lor. b ..lriing
up surl'aces with traces of con ,,:ior-ril
ness and experience.

.. Th,' 51x611,rq poinr for m. ir of
Lto\\'cn s rvork iit,s irr tlre rr.rist ,. con.
venti(.,ns pupuiuliscd b1,Jclrn .)ubul_fet \vilh his conccl.rt uf ..tl.r bi. lt',thc Jtt ol lhc cultur.ai lrou1111;11.,. .i6.

n

It is thc art ol chilclren, thc .rsane
and of naive anri folk artlsrs. lolriei
chelishes this direct naive inv,,ntion
',vhich he then embelllsnes wiiir
breathtaking technrcal sophistication.

.,ff :,o,,r1. non-figurative artis.. saythat their desire is ro prinr.rr ab.
stract- idea as realistically a,r tlrey
can, Bor,r,en sets out to crtate , verydirect, simple and child.]iic ,.r,o"giin tho most sophrsric;rt,.rl ,,r,,iii.'i
[)ossrblc. I,ersorrll]J.. Ilirrrj hr Thc
t'p.d plaile, the third Srilo ot.an inta_glio print, quitc a nri.acutol.ii-lie
:rtion, l'here tho stark trufo; ity'of
tirc s1;1,1 1i1.. inlrllr,. nir .tn..t. i.,.'pc"..tlult. ls totxlly sul)vortcrl bv J tnost
clabor:ttc labyr.irrth ol techtiic;r stra.
tegies.

^ 
A uumbcr of his othcr print , like

tpottecl cal and Moon dog. b, lh of
1.998, have travellecl lveti. tir, oughtlieir technical metamorphorir. ;l'fr.?.
js,ol,coursc irony and t r*o ui'ln.
:,:lu.o .rn fls work. suggestjnt rhat
u)e- artlst docs not alrvays takr him-scll rotally ser.iously. bui )ris w r f ]s
a, case.ol obscssivcness u.ith tc_,..nic-al. relrncntents. rvhich lo thi un-
schoolcd^eye is rlcsigrrcd tn opp,,,.-ua
a case of sponttl)eous cruclity.

I arn less ccrtain o[ Bor,..r,n's ggr]lp-
tr"rrcs 'l. ho nrigration of itnlgcs ,rrrt--6ftnc ctclrings is elIectivc. i,ut tl,t.de-
li0cfatcn0ss irt tlteir techni:al n:ccu_
uon ls 

^l^ess 
colrr.incing. possibi thern0s.t ettective is his br..;nze,.,:dJ

hold.ing a flowcr, r,r,hich is ,oo,,i,or'u
remrnlscent of Andrew Siblcy,s paint-
rngs, but lacks tlre suppressecl r'.rr.
, .This, is a rcrnarl<ably strong ,,xhi-
uitron. bv .a young artist in hii r:,rrlv
40s rvho is developing fris ou.r Jiitlnctlve picrorial language v l,ichg-rows,strongcr and more idiosyr rrat_rc wlth each exhibition.




